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The 1000th National Recreation TrailThe 1000th National Recreation Trail
On June 2, 2007, Deputy 
Secretary of the Interior Lynn 
Scarlett dedicated the Rich 
Guadagno Memorial Trail at 
Oregon’s Baskett Slough 
National Wildlife Refuge. The 
trail is named for one of the 
former refuge managers, Rich 
Guadagno, who was killed on 
September 11, 2001, aboard 

United Flight 93 in Pennsylvania. Rich is believed to be one of 
those who fought the hijackers who were attempting to crash 
the airplane into the nation’s capital. U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service Director H. Dale Hall said, “I am particularly proud that 
Secretary Kempthorne has chosen to honor Rich Guadagno, 
an avid sportsman, who worked with so many people and 
groups to convey a sense of wonder about wildlife conserva-
tion and outdoor recreation.” 

Back poster photo: Cascadia Marine Trail, WA - Photo by Joel Rogers

Top-left photo: Palmetto Trail, SC - Photo by Tom Savage
Cover photo: Salmon River Trail, OR - Photo by Kelley Arbuckle

Middle photo: Great Allegheny Passage, PA - Photo by Mary Shaw
Top-right photo: Marienville ATV/OHM Trail, PA

THE NATIONAL RECREATION TRAILS (NRT) program 
works to preserve and celebrate our nation's pathways. We 
invite you to explore America’s great national system of 
trails and greenways. You’ll �nd trails that bring our com-
munities closer together. You’ll 
discover nature and wildlife. 
You’ll enjoy �tness and family 
fun. Join us on a National 
Recreation Trail and 
celebrate America's 
history and future!

The National Trails 
System Act of 1968 
authorized creation of a 
national trails system com-
prised of National Recreation 
Trails, National Scenic Trails, and 
National Historic Trails. NRTs are 
designated by the Secretary of Interior or 
the Secretary of Agriculture recognizing trails of local, 
regional, and national signi�cance. Upon designation, NRTs 
become part of the National Trails System of pathways, 
trails, greenways, and other routes that invite us to enjoy 
the great outdoors. 

NRTs ARE TRAILS FOR ALL AMERICANS

Every kind of trail activity is represented in the listing of 
designated NRTs. Besides hiking and bicycling, the system 
includes water trails, motorized routes, snow tracks, 
greenways, and equestrian paths. The NRT program 
showcases the diversity of trails across America, from our 
cities and suburbs to the deserts, waterways, and high 
mountains.

WHAT MAKES A GREAT TRAIL?

A great trail can take many di�erent forms. There are trails 
for every kind of landscape. But National Recreation Trails 
have a lot in common: they are trails with supporters, 
unique stories, and fun for all ages.

• Access for all Americans: Trails help people of every age 
and ability enjoy health, recreation, and the great 
outdoors. By making trails more accessible, we help 
create great communities. 

• Healing through active living: Getting on a trail is a 
great way to improve health and �tness. People of all 
ages bene�t from making trails an active part of every-
day life.

•  Connecting our communities: Trails are a great way to 
get us out of our cars and link our neighborhoods, 
schools, and workplaces. Creating systems of greenways 
and trails help make our communities more livable.

•  Helping youth discover nature: Young people across 
America are building a better future by learning skills for 
trails and natural resource work. Trails teach creativity 
and problem solving skills.

•  Encouraging stewardship: Volunteers are a great 
resource for caring for our public 
lands and outdoor recre-
ation areas. NRTs help 
recognize these 
great people.

•  Promoting 
partnerships: 
Trails invite 
public involve-
ment. Communi-
ties, agencies, 
organizations, and 
individuals all work together for better trails.

•  Teaching about wildlife and our world: Trails help bring 
our classrooms outdoors. By providing places for envi-
ronmental education, trails help everyone learn to value 
our natural world.

•  Inviting tourism: Visitors are looking for ways to discover 
history, scenery, and what makes a place special. Trails 
can attract tourism opportunities and bene�t the local 
economy. They can improve the quality of life for the 
local residents as well.

•  Working for the future: Trails help us improve our cities 
and conserve open lands for future generations. Trails 
embody America's values of beauty, diversity, commu-
nity, and volunteerism.

BENEFITS

•  Designated trails benefit from the prestige and increased 
visibility of being a part of the National Trails System. 

•  Trail managers receive a letter and certificate, and are 
entitled to use colorful trail signs with the NRT logo. 

•  NRTs have access to learn about funding opportunities, 
training, and technical assistance available from NRT 
Program Partners. For example, the National Trails 
Training Partnership (www.trailstraining.net) provides 
information on trail training opportunities, and the 
Federal Highway Administration’s Recreational Trails 
Program provides funding for trail maintenance and 
construction. Trails with NRT designation are also eligible 
to be considered for support from the National Park 
Service, Bureau of Land Management, and USDA Forest 
Service Challenge Cost Share Programs.

•  The NRT program also provides: inclusion in the online 
NRT database; a web page highlighting your trail; the 
NRT newsletter; and email updates on funding, promo-
tional opportunities, and new resources.

“National Recreation Trails embody the diversity
 that makes America such a rich and fascinating
country.”

“NRTs are trails that connect people 
  to nature, to each other, and to our 
 shared histories and cultures.”

HOW TO APPLY

The managing agency or 
organization for a trail may 
apply for NRT designation 
and inclusion in America's 
national system of trails. 
The application deadline is 
November 1 of each year. A 
potential NRT must satisfy 
certain program criteria. 
These address, but are not 
limited to, the availability of 
the trail to public use; appro-
priate design, construction, and 
maintenance; and consent of 
landowners. Roads and highways 
suitable for passenger car travel are not eligible for desig-
nation.  In any given year, program managers reserve the 
right to limit the number of designations based on their 
capacity and commitment to providing high quality 
service to trails that are admitted.

For details on program criteria, regional contacts, and a 
current application form, please visit the NRT web site: 
www.americantrails.org/nationalrecreationtrails. 

CELEBRATE OUR NATIONAL TRAILS

More people than ever are using trails, and trails are a vital 
part of our communities, parks, and public lands. The NRT 
program grew out of a realization that we need to 
celebrate our trails and greenways. To keep our trails 
system healthy and growing we need to recognize the 
e�orts of volunteers, communities, and agencies on behalf 
of our pathways. Join us in celebrating America through 
our National Recreation Trails!

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Visit the National Recreation Trails website at: 
www.americantrails.org/nationalrecreationtrails. 

•  Find trails in your state.
•  Access details of any designated trail in the online NRT 

database.
•  Read about featured NRTs.
•  See photos of many trails from the annual NRT Photo 

Contest.
•  Learn about nominating a trail for NRT designation.
•  Find local contacts for more information.

“NRTs help our kids develop life-long
 habits of good health and promote
 stewardship of the land.”
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NONPROFIT NRT 
ROUNDTABLE PARTNERS

American Hiking Society
American Trails

 International Mountain Bicycling Assn.
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy

Austin Town Lake Trail
 Texas
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Historic Union Paci�c Rail Trail
Utah

Fisher Towers Trail
Utah 
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Rivanna Trail
Virginia
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Lake Wobegon Trail
Minnesota 

Galloway Creek Greenway
Missouri
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Delaware and Raritan Canal
New Jersey

Ph
ot

o 
by

 L
ill

ia
n 

Sh
up

e

Crag Crest Trail
Colorado
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