
NRT Photo Contest winners
announced for 2006
Contest highlights great photos of great
trails across America

We have selected winners in the 2006 contest for pho-
tographs of National Recreation Trails. Over 240
entries were received. The winning photographs and
all the entries for this and previous years’ contests
can be viewed on the NRT website at:
www.americantrails.org/nationalrecreationtrails.

Awards were made in several categories to highlight
the many uses and features of National Recreation
Trails. We thank the National Park Service, BLM,
US Fish & Wildlife Service, and USDA Forest Service
for their enthusiastic support of the contest, which is
sponsored by American Trails. Be sure to see  these
great photos online and start taking photos to enter
the 2007 contest!
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New NRTs designated for 2006
Forty more trails nominated for 2007

Secretary of the Interior Dirk Kempthorne designated 36 trails in
24 states as new National Recreation Trails for 2006. This adds
more than 800 miles of trails to the National Trails System. “The
new trails illustrate the diversity of the country’s pathways.”
Kempthorne said. 

The June 1, 2006 announcement coincided with the 14th annual
celebration of National Trails Day on Saturday, June 3. The theme
for this year's event was “Experience your Outdoors.”

Along the American Tobacco Trail in Durham, NC
(photo by Phillip Barron)

McDonald Trestle carries the Montour Trail, PA, over
the Panhandle Trail (photo by Mary Shaw)

Mountains to Sea Trail, Orange Co., CA



Sheltowee Trace uses GPS
for interactive trail map
By Boyd Shearer

Climbing between deep hemlock gorges and piney,
craggy summits, the Sheltowee Trace National
Recreation Trail spans the length of Kentucky’s
Daniel Boone National Forest. This 265-mile trail
connects public recreational and interpretive sites
from Morehead, KY to Pickett State Park, TN, pass-
ing through resort parks, wild and scenic rivers, and
many state historic sites. 

The SheltoweeTrace.com website was created in
2004 with the goal
to help trail users
find good informa-
tion and maps and
to promote the
preservation of the
trail as a long-dis-
tance path. 

Visitors will find an
interactive map to
download USGS
topographic maps
with the Sheltowee
Trace highlighted,
GPS data of the
trail, photo gal-
leries, blogs of thru
hikers, book
reviews, and links
to management
agencies. 

Visitors can also post to a message board,
share photography of their trip, and post
their GPS data. The site is free to use,
download, and post, with the goal that
with a critical mass of users, we can help
save the Sheltowee Trace for posterity.

Our GPS data collection includes locating
footbridges, which are good reference
points on printed maps. Our philosophy in
collecting GPS data and publishing maps

is twofold. We GPS collect local landmarks and label
them on a printed map, such as scenic views, foot-
bridges, and campsites that help non-GPS users with
map location. For the GPS user, we add specific tools
(e.g., multiple GPS grids, spot elevations) that help
them quickly and precisely navigate on the map
sheet. We like to say you should be able to put your-
self under a dime on the map page in 15 seconds and
under a deer tick in a minute!

The name “Sheltowee” honors the history of Daniel
Boone, who was cap-
tured by Shawnee
Indians and lived near-
ly a year with his cap-
tors in Ohio. Chief
Blackfish, his adopted
father, renamed him
Sheltowee, which meant
Big Turtle. Today the
trail is signed with a
white turtle and often
as a white diamond.

Boyd Shearer is a car-
tographer in Lexington,
KY. He has published
maps for the Big South
Fork, Cumberland Gap,
and Daniel Boone
National Forest. 
Boyd’s website is
www.outrageGIS.com.

Information for Trail Users

NRT NEWS is the publication for managers and supporters of National Recreation Trails, published by
American Trails in partnership with the National Park Service, Rivers, Trails & Conservation Assistance
Program. If you have an interesting story about your NRT, good photos to share, or volunteers to praise,
please let us know. Thanks!  —Stuart Macdonald, NRT NEWS editor.

American Trails, P. O. Box 491797, Redding, CA 96049-1797 • NRT@AmericanTrails.org



Nonprofit manages big
West Virginia trail system
Community support is the key to success

The Mon River, Caperton, and Deckers Creek Rail-
Trails cut through the Allegheny
Mountains in north central West
Virginia forming a 46-mile multi-
use linear park. Crossing three
county borders, this rail trail net-
work links rural communities and
urban areas, making an easily
accessed public greenway.

The primary trail manager, the
Mon River Trails Conservancy, is
one of the few nonprofits nation-
wide to maintain such an extensive
trail system. Help also comes in
the form of an innovative partner-
ship between state, county, and city
agencies. MRTC is a volunteer
organization founded in 1991 to
develop and manage 43 miles of
the trail system. 

The remaining eight miles within city limits are
managed by the the Morgantown Board of Park and
Recreation Commission. The rail-banked trails are
leased from the WV State Rail Authority for nonmo-
torized trail use. The tremendous community support
and broad-based partnerships that created the trail
system were recognized with a 2001 Award of
Excellence in Transportation Enhancements. 

The trail system has also been spotlighted in the
sports and travel sections of the New York Times
(New York), Baltimore Sun (Maryland), Akron Beacon
(Ohio), and Pittsburgh Post (Pennsylvania).

The rail trail system has become an outdoor class-
room and a model for community planning and devel-
opment. Schools use the trails for place-based studies
and athletic training. West Virginia University class-
es incorporate aspects of the trail system into class
assignments. Examples include the School of

Business and Economics with
tourism; the School of Forestry
with Recreation and Parks facili-
ty management; and the Health
Science Center with public well-
ness programs and activities. 

Another benefit of the rail trails
is to awaken a conservation ethic
and encourage appreciation for
the nature. Volunteer and com-
munity service partnerships
include: the National Guard
Mountaineer Challenge Academy,
WV Walks, the Boy Scouts, 4-H,
Friends of Deckers Creek, a
watershed organization, and the
local chapter of the National
Audubon Society.

This trail network has brought
people together and allowed them to develop an
appreciation for the urban and rural communities
they share. Building on this community pride, there
has been an increase in requests for sidewalks and
connector trails linking neighborhoods to this main
artery. The rail trails have become a part of the com-
munity’s identity, providing a strong sense of place
and aiding in building support for community 
revitalization, environmental restoration, healthier
lifestyles, and historic preservation efforts.

The Mon River, Caperton, and Deckers Creek trails
are featured on the National Recreation Trails web-
site as well as at www.montrails.org.

Public Support for Trails

The Caperton Trail through
Morgantown, West Virginia

Birding on the Deckers Creek Trail
(two photos from Mon River Trails Conservancy)

Trail-side shop on the Mon River Trail
(photo by Mary Shaw)



Trails skills training available
online from NTTP
Looking for a class or workshop for trails and 
greenways skills? The most comprehensive calendar
on the Web for trail-related training
and education is hosted by
www.AmericanTrails.org.

The calendar can also be accessed at
www.NTTP.net. You’ll also find details
on courses provided by many agencies
and organizations, and links to more
resources.

The National Trails Training
Partnership can also promote your own
trails training opportunities of every
kind on the online calendar. Just add

this email address to your mailing list to publicize
your events: nttp@AmericanTrails.org.

Update your NRT visitor
information for 2007

One of the benefits of National Recreation
Trail designation is the online database of
trail information. Visitors can learn about
your trail, get details on access points, and
find out what activities and facilities are
available.  Help us keep your record up to
date by visiting the NRT database and
checking the information included. To make
changes, download the update form or just
send us an email to update your contact
information. Here’s the Web address:
http://tutsan.forest.net/trails/default.htm

Learn more about the National Recreation Trails Program
Current NRT program information can be found at: www.americantrails.org/nationalrecreationtrails
American Trails serves as the lead nonprofit in collaboration with the National Park Service and partner groups.
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National Recreation Trail Program Coordinator, National Park Service, Rivers, Trails & Conservation Assistance
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